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The Impact of Individuals’ Political Tendency on the Perception of
Reliability and Social Impact of Online Newspaper Comments
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ABSTRACT

As newspapers which have been major news media are being replaced by on-line news
media in recent years, many researchers are paying attention to “comments(news users’
short remarks on an article)”, a newly emerged way of forming public opinion. This
study is examining how the similarity between political disposition of on-line news
visitors and that of news media impacts upon their evaluation on quality of comments
from the viewpoint of ‘social identity theory.” This study may have academic significance
because it inspected the pattern of media usage and the cognition of comments in relation
to political disposition for the first time and showed ‘comments reading’ and the function
of comments to form public opinion(comments journalism).
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